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Showoff your roots with these tips for condiicting
genealogical research and tracing yourfamily tree.

enealogy. the study of family history, is a
rewarding hobby that holds endless fasci-
nation for many individuals. Studying your
ancestors can be an enlightening and
engaging experience, bridging the gap

between the past and the future while promoting feelingsof
continuity and connectedness. Genealogical pursuits can

put you in contact with long-lost relatives. take you on

adventures through history and educate your entire family.

Before the advent of the Internet, tracing your fa
tree required infinite patience and a lot of time sp
working with microfilm in dusty libraries. Now a wealth
of documents. records and information is available at

the click of a mouse. Improved access to this informa-

tion has been anénormous boon to genealogists world-

BY SAMANTHA JOHNSON
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wide, but searching the Internet shouldn’t necessarily
be the first step in tracing your family tree. according to
Megan Smolenyak. a genealogical researcher and the
author of Hey. America. Your Roots Are Showing (Citadel,
a2012) and Who Do You Think You Are? The Essential Guide
to Tracing Your Family History (Penguin Books, 2610). 71
suggest you start at home.” she says. "Do a scavenger
hunt through your attic, basement and drawers, and
look for clues, old articles, diplomas and scraps of
information. A lot of us are sitting on a lot of family his-
tory and don’t even know it.” The names, dates and geo-
graphic information you glean from these documents
will provide a starting point as you map out your family's
history. Take notes on what you already know before
attempting to research your roots via the Internet,






