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“If there is anyone out
there who still doubts
that America is a place
where all things are
possible; who still
wonders if the dream of
our founders is alive

in our time; who still
questions the power of
our democracy, tonight
is your answer.”

The opening remarks from
President-Elect Barack Obama's
victory speech in Grant Park in
Chicago on November 4, 2008.

arack Hussein Obama was

elected the 44th President of

the United States on

Tuesday, November 4, after
he defeated Republican candidate John
McCain. On a night of high emotion
across the country and around the
world, Obama became the first
African-American to attain to the
office of President. He also joins a
long list of commanders-in-chief who
claim Irish heritage.

So where exactly are Obama’s roots
in the old country. and how can we
claim him as one of the 40 million
Americans with Irish ancestry? He
may not spell his name O’Bama, or
have red hair and a ruddy complexion,
but there is an Irish strain in the new
President’s DNA. The woman who
unearthed the green branch in Obama’s
family tree was Megan Smolenyak
Smolenyak (born a Smolenyak and mar-
ried a Smolenyak!), a genealogist and
author of four books on family history
research. “I was interested in Obama’s
roots on his mother’s side. It started with
the inscriptions on tombstones in Ohio
with the last name Kearney. Being Irish-
American myself, T was eager to see if
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there was any connection. The Kearney
side has deep American roots; they
stopped coming to America about the
time Hillary [Clinton’s] family arrived,”
Smolenyak  Smolenyak told [rish
America recently. “Eventually I was
able to trace it back to Fulmoth Kearney,
Obama’s third great-grandfather who
came from a tiny town called Moneygall
in Co. Oftaly, Ireland.”

Smolenyak Smolenyak, who also dis-
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Bono has the ear of the President-Elect.






